
If you have the slightest inkling or 
find evidence that you have a bed 
bug problem, give The Orkin Man™ 

a call. He’ll perform a thorough 
inspection, asses the situation and 
recommend a customized plan just 

for your home.

Use this list after watching the Identifying Bed Bugs video on YouTube.com/OrkinVideo

Where to look: 
First and foremost, check your own body. If you’re waking 
up itchy or with bites or redness, that may be a sign of a 
bed bug problem. Bites could be small and in a short line or 
may be larger and splotchy. 

What to look for: 
Look for bed bug exoskeletons or molten skins in the  
seams of your mattress, on top of the headboard and 
baseboards or even in the corners of picture frames on  
the bedside table. 

Check the entire mattress and box spring for fecal matter. 
Bed bug fecal matter looks like small, brown freckles or ink 
spots and is often mistaken for mold or mildew.

Look on the bedside table, picture frames, curtains, 
electrical outlets and even the ceiling.
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BED BUG CHECKLIST 
Did you know bed bugs are among homeowners’ most feared pests? Not only are they sneaky, but bed bugs are also 
fast breeders and can spread to other rooms, other units and even other cities if they’re caught hitchhiking on your 
suitcase or travel bag. Use this checklist to help guide you through a bed bug inspection in your home. If you suspect 
you have bed bugs in your home, call The Orkin Man™.
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If the buzz around your backyard is 
more than just an afternoon of fun, 
give us a call. We’ll diagnose the 
situation and create a customized 

solution just for you.

Use this list after watching the Bite Back At Mosquitos video on YouTube.com/OrkinVideo

Tips: 
Remove all standing water around the house. This 
includes the dog bowl, watering can, kiddie pools, 
glasses or cups and even the upside-down Frisbee in the 
back yard. Also check for unobvious sources, such as the 
insides of tire swings or the tops of bird feeders.

Shut off or repair leaky faucets. 

Check AC units to see if any water is dripping  
and collecting. 

Make sure storm drains are unclogged and free of debris.

Check gutters and make sure they are free of debris 
debris (dense shrubbery, ivy, other vine plants) and that 
downspouts pour away from the house. 
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MOSQUITO CHECKLIST 
The grass is green, the grill is hot and you’re ready to host a backyard barbecue. While you and your friends are 
looking forward to an afternoon of fun, there’s one guest that you don’t want on your invite list: the mosquito. Did 
you know that the number one mosquito attractant is standing water – particularly water that has been standing 
for more than one week? Use this checklist to help remove any potential mosquito attractants around your home, 
or call The Orkin Man™ for greater peace of mind. 
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Tips: 
Look for chewed-up paper, cloth or droppings inside your 
home, particularly in cabinets, closets, attic spaces or 
anywhere cool and dark. Mice droppings are about the size 
of a grain of rice, and rat droppings are the size of a raisin. 

Use a glass and listen to the walls for any gnawing or 
scratching sounds. 

If you smell musty odors in the house, that may be a sign of 
rodent activity.

If you find a dead rodent, use a face mask and a pair of 
gloves when disposing of it.

If there are gaps or holes in your wall the size of a dime or 
larger, plug the hole with a bundle of steel wool, then seal 
the hole with some caulk. Spackle and paint as needed. 

Keep the kinds of materials rodents use for nest-making 
(newspaper, insulation, old clothes, baseball gloves, and the 
like) off the floor. They may even get into freezer insulation, 
so be sure to check it on a regular basis as well.

Use hard plastic containers to store all your dry foods and 
grains like rice, cereal, flour and pet food. 

Keep your shelves and pantries clean and organized. If 
you have a spill, be sure to clean it up immediately and 
thoroughly. Rodents don’t have great vision, but their 
senses of smell, taste and touch are very keen. 

Supplies needed:

• Crackers or small pieces 
of bread

• Peanut butter
• All-purpose flour

Use this checklist after watching the How to Rat Out Rats video on YouTube.com/OrkinVideo

HOW TO RAT OUT RATS 
Rats and mice love to make your home their shelter – especially in the winter. They’ll also turn your home into 
their daycare with litter upon liter of rodent pups. These little critters are known to cause thousands of dollars of 
structural damage. Use this list to help identify and protect your home from rodent activity, or call The Orkin Man™ 

for greater peace of mind. 

The Rat Test:

 

1. Spread some peanut butter on a cracker. 

2. Coat flour on the portion of the floor 
where you suspect activity.

3. Place the peanut butter cracker in the 
middle of the flour.

4. If you find little footprints or tracks, that’s 
the sign of a rodent problem. 
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Any of the signs above may indicate 
there’s a bigger problem, and it will 
only get bigger, as rodents breed 

rapidly. Don’t wait - give The Orkin 
Man™ a call to assess the 

issue and create a customized 
solution to help protect your home 

from further threats. 



If you see any of the signs listed 
above, call The Orkin Man™. He’ll 
perform an inspection and, if he 
discovers any unwanted activity,  

will develop a customized  
solution just for you. 

Use this list after watching the Defusing Termites video on YouTube.com/OrkinVideo

Outside: 
Move any fallen limbs or wood debris – including your winter wood pile – at least 15 feet from your home.

Check gutters and be sure they’re clear of blockage or 
debris. Make sure downspouts pour away from your 
house, and remove any standing water.

Look for mud tubes that house live termites. Inspect your 
foundation, door casings, porch or patio, and pipes. All of 
these places can be havens for termites.

If your garden uses wood mulch, be sure to rake it away 
from the edges of your house - you may want to consider 
switching to or adding pinestraw, rocks or even plants to 
help prevent unwanted pests.

If you have a wood fence that touches the house, check 
all edges for signs of rotting or termite activity. 

Mud Tubes

Bathroom Check

TERMITE CHECKLIST 
On the surface, your home may look clean as a whistle. But we all know it’s what’s on the inside that counts, or 
in this case, poses a potential threat. Did you know termites cause $5 billion in structural damages every year? 
There’s no reason to fall victim to their threats. Use this checklist to perform a D.I.Y. home inspection to help spot 
any potential termite issues, or you can call The Orkin Man™ for greater peace of mind.

Inside: 
Check for any kind of damage along your baseboards and sheetrock.

Check bathrooms forwater damage along sinks and around toilets as well as 
around any areas with molding.

Check tubs and showers for any water damage.

Inspect your crawlspace for any rotting wood or excessive moisture.
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Tick Check: 
When you come in from outside, check your head, 
underarms and groin for ticks. 

Tick Removal: 
Using a pair of tweezers, grab the tick and pull slowly, 
firmly away and the tick should come out. You can 
practice by pulling a nut off a piece of banana nut bread 
before doing the real thing.

Other Tips: 
If you want to make sure the ticks are gone, toss your 
clothes in a hot dryer or hang outside on a hot day for 15 
minutes or more. 

If you find a tick on your furry, four-legged family 
members, use the removal process described above.

Termite Removal Myths:  
Suffocating ticks with petroleum jelly or nail polish or 
burning them with a tip of a match only makes the tick 
bury deeper into your skin. 

 

HOW TO REMOVE TICKS 
Ticks are a nuisance and are known carriers of the pathogens that transmit Lyme disease. If you have a cat or dog, 
wooded areas or tall grass in your yard, you’re more likely to have potential tick problems. Use this list below to 
help understand any tick issues at your home, or call The Orkin Man™ for greater peace of mind. 

Banana Nut Bread Practice
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IF YOU HAVE ANY CONCERNS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY.

Don’t let the threat of ticks keep  
you from enjoying the great outdoors. 
Use the tips above to help keep things 
in check, or call The Orkin Man™ and 

he’ll develop a customized solution 
just for you.

Use this list after watching the How To Remove Ticks video on YouTube.com/OrkinVideo



Steps:
1. Wearing all of the clothing listed to the 

right, wait until it’s dark outside, as wasps 
are much less active at night or early in 
the morning. 

2. Place a red filter on top of the flashlight 
using a rubber band. Wasps cannot see 
the yellow light spectrum, so using a 
flashlight with a red filter will not disturb 
the wasps.

3. With the flashlight and garbage bag, approach the wasp nest slowly. Avoid making any loud noises or  
sudden movements. 

4. Place the flashlight on the ground pointing towards the wasp nest. If the nest does not require a ladder to 
reach, you will not need pesticide. However, if you need a ladder to reach the nest, we recommend spraying 
it with pesticide prior to removal. 

5. Using the garbage bag, approach the wasp nest as slowly as possible, position yourself under it and slide the 
garbage bag over the nest without making any jarring movements.

6. Tie up the garbage bag and tug sharply to remove the nest. 

7. Dispose of the nest in a safe and secure location away from kids, pets or other people. Be sure to clearly 
mark the disposal area.

Supplies needed:

• Garden gloves
• Sweatshirt with hood
• Long pants
• Work boots
• Goggles
• Garbage bag

• Flashlight
• Red filter
• Rubber band
• Anti-histamine 
• Pesticide (depending 

on height of nest)

Don’t let your covert operation turn 
into a reverse sting. For complete 
peace of mind, and minimal risk 

of stings, call The Orkin Man™ to 
handle wasp nest removal. 

Use this list after watching the Removing a Wasp Nest video on YouTube.com/OrkinVideo

HOW TO REMOVE A WASP NEST 
Removing a wasp nest is no walk in the park. Trying to do it yourself is a big risk - one we don’t recommend you 
taking. For your safety (especially if you’re allergic to stinging pests), we urge you to call a professional. However, 
if you insist upon doing it yourself, these step-by-step instructions will help guide you through the process. 
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